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OUTLINE SHEET 15-1

PREASSAULT OPERATIONS

ENABLING OBJECTIVES:

15-1
DEFINE, preassault 


operations.

15-2  
LIST the purposes for 


conducting preassault operations.  

15-3  


DESCRIBE the general 


composition of an advance force. 

15-4  
SELECT the command relationships which exist during preassault operations.

15-5  
LIST the considerations 

used in planning preassault operations. 

15-6
DEFINE supporting 


operations. 

15-7  
LIST the purposes for 


conducting supporting operations. 

15-8
DESCRIBE prelanding operations. 

OUTLINE:
1.  
Definition of Preassault operations

2.  
Purpose of Preassault operations

3.  
Mission and Tasks

4.  
Advance Force Composition

5.  
Command relationship

6.  
Planning responsibilities

7. 
Planning considerations

8.  
Supporting operations

9.   
Prelanding operations

REFERENCES:  

1.  
JOINT Pub 1-02,  
  DOD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
2.  
JOINT Pub 3-02,  
  Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations
3.  
JOINT Pub 3-02.1, 
 Joint Doctrine for Landing Force Operations
INFORMATION SHEET 15-1

PREASSAULT OPERATIONS
I. PREASSAULT OPERATIONS 
A. Preassault Operations are defined as those operations conducted in 
the objective area prior to the action phase by subordinate elements of the Amphibious Force, which are normally organized into an Advance force.  

B. 
Both Navy and Landing Force elements may 
participate in preassault operations.  They include reconnaissance, minesweeping, naval 

gunfire, air strikes, underwater demolition, and destruction of beach obstacles.

C. 
Sequence.  Preassault operations may be conducted at any time after the receipt 
of the initiating directive, and they will be terminated upon arrival of the main 
body of the Amphibious Force in the AOA, at which time assault operations will commence.

D. Purpose Of Preassault Operations


1. 
Preassault Operations, are conducted 

for the following purposes:

a) 
To isolate the objective area.  To prevent/limit the enemy from

maneuvering, reinforcing, or supplying forces that can oppose the assault 


landing.  This includes:

(1) Subsidiary landings and raids.

(2) Airborne operations.

b) 
To gain information about the enemy, weather, and terrain 

(including surf 
and beaches):

(1) Hydrographic surveys/amphibious reconnaissance of beaches 

and their approaches by Navy Special Warfare personnel.        

(2) Inland reconnaissance/emplacement of remote sensor by 

Landing Force reconnaissance units.  (Marine Force Reconnaissance teams may supplement/assist Navy Special 

Warfare units in conducting amphibious reconnaissance.)

(a) Aerial reconnaissance.

(b) Local partisans

(c) Naval operations.

(d) Air operations.

(e) Electronic warfare operations.

c) To prepare the landing area for assault landing:
(1) 
Naval bombardment and air strikes to destroy/neutralize 

targets.

(2) 
Subsidiary landings to seize key terrain; raids to 


destroy/neutralize targets.

(3) 
Unconventional warfare operations by Navy SEAL teams to 


destroy/neutralize targets.

(4) 
Destruction/neutralization of mines and obstacles by Navy 



minesweepers and special warfare units to clear transport areas and 



seaward approaches to landing beaches.

(5) 
Navy Special Warfare and Landing Force Recon teams take 



position to guide assault waves to landing  beaches, helicopter 



landing zones, and airborne drop zones.

E. Appropriate Preassault Missions and Tasks
1. Destruction of Defenses Ashore.

2. Preparation of the Sea Areas.

3. Preparation of the Beaches and Beach Approaches.

4. Beach Reconnaissance.  

5. 
Isolation of the Objective Area,  attain/maintain local 
air superiority.

6. Pre D-Day Landings.

7. Demonstrations.

8. Electronic Countermeasures.

9. Meteorological and Oceanographic Information.

II. 
ADVANCE FORCE:  Subordinate elements of the 
Amphibious Force 

are organized into an Advance Force in order to conduct preassault operations.  An Advance Force is defined as a temporary organization within the Amphibious Force.  It is usually 

dissolved on D-Day when the main body of the Amphibious Force arrives in the objective area. 

A. 
Organization.  The advance force will consist of a Navy task group and 

may include a Landing group.  It is task organized based upon its assigned 

mission.  The senior Navy officer will be designated the force 

commander.  Normally, the advance force commander will be dual hatted 

as the Navy task group commander.  If a Landing Group is employed, it will be a task organization of elements from the landing 

force and commanded by a Group Commander designated by the CLF.
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B. 
Decision to Employ an Advance Force.  When surprise is a principal 

consideration for success but is not attained, severe losses and possible failure 

may result.  Consequently, the commander must, in all case, weigh carefully this 

possibility against the known advantages of a thorough preparation of the 

objective area by a properly constituted advance force.  The decision to conduct 

preassault operations and the size and scope they encompass is based upon many 

factors such as the situation, plan of attack, the need for deception and the importance of surprise in the assault.

C. ADVANCE FORCE COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS
1. 
During the Planning Phase.  The relationship between the Advance 



Force/Navy Task Group Commander and the Landing Group Commander 



parallels the relationship between CATF and CLF during planning; however, the Landing Group Commander of the Advance Force reports to 



CLF during the planning phase.  He also has direct liaison with the Navy 



Task Group commander of the Advance Force.  The CATF and CLF retain 
overall authority during planning.

2. 
During Operations.  The relationship is identical to the relationship 



between CATF and CLF during operations.  The Advance Force 
Commander, normally the Navy Task Group Commander, is responsible for the preassault operations and the Landing Group Commander reports to him.

3. 
Employment of the Advance Force.  The advance force will precede the main body of the Amphibious Force to the AOA and conduct preassault operations under the 


operational control of the advance force commander

a) 
Activation of the AOA.  The AOA may be activated and controlled 
by the Advance Force Commander if he has capabilities to exercise control of air, sea, and ground operations; this must be authorized by 
higher/authority directing the overall campaign.  CATF assumes control of AOA on arrival in the Objective Area.

b) Area of Operations.  If the AOA is not activated, Amphibious Force units conduct 



preassault operations in a designated area of operations with overall 



control and coordination of air, sea, and ground operations being exercised 


by the higher authority directing the overall campaign.  The AOA is activated upon arrival of the main body of the Amphibious Force to conduct the assault.

4. 
Protection of the Advance Force.  The advance force conducts its own 

protective operations while enroute to, and in, the AOA.  These include undersea 

warfare, inshore undersea warfare, air defense and surface defense operations.
5. 
Supporting Arms.  The CATF must provide the advance force with the 


support necessary to accomplish their tasks in preparing the AOA for the assault.

a) Air and Naval Gunfire.

b) 
Control and Coordination.  The advance force commander establishes 



an advance force Supporting Arms Coordination Center (SACC) aboard his 



flagship. An advance echelon of the LF Fire Support Coordination Center



(FSCC) usually accompanies the Advance Force SACC.  Control of aircraft 


is exercised by the Advance Force commander through the Tactical Air 

Control Center (TACC).

c) Planning Responsibilities of CATF, Adv Force Cmdr, CLF, Landing Force Cmdr.

(1) CATF - The CATF is responsible for designating the advance force 



commander, assigning the forces from the Amphibious Force which will comprise the advance 


force, and assigns the missions for the advance force.

(2) 
Advance Force Commander - The advance force commander is dual hatted as 


the Navy Group Commander.  

(3) 
CLF - The CLF decides what support the operation will require such as:  NGF, 


air support, reconnaissance, and demonstrations.   In addition, he determines the 


Landing Group composition.

(4) 
Landing Group Commander - Overall responsible for landing group operations 

to include task organization, planning supporting arms, and all planning 



responsibilities that the CLF normally has for the Landing Force.

D. DETAILED PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS.  In the preparation of his plans, the advance force 
commander will consider the following:

1. Mission and forces assigned by the CATF.

2. Enemy capabilities.

3. Requirements for beach and landing zone preparation.

4. Targets to be attacked.

5. Minesweeping operations.

6. Beach and landing zone reconnaissance and underwater demolitions.

7. Defensive mine laying operations.

8. Pre D-Day landing operations.

9. Coordination of air strikes and naval gunfire

10. Ammunition supply and replenishment.

11. 
Provisions for continuous development, utilization, and dissemination of 

information obtained.

12. 
Coordination with other forces is necessary to 
avoid confusion and to assure safety of friendly forces.  The Advance Force commander or 
CATF coordinates the operation of his force with those of other forces in the same area.  

All aircraft operating in the AOA during advance force operations are under the control 

of the Advance Force commander.

III. SUPPORTING OPERATIONS
A. 
Definition.  Supporting operations are those operations conducted by forces 


other than those assigned to the Amphibious Force.  They are ordered by higher authority at the 


request of the CATF and normally are conducted outside the area for which the 


CATF is responsible at the time of their execution.  The CATF is responsible for 
consolidating requirements from all elements of the Amphibious Force and forwarding those


that cannot be accomplished by his own forces to higher authority for decision.  

B. 
Purpose.  The purpose of supporting operations is to accomplish any of the 


following tasks prior to the arrival of the advance force:

1. Isolation and attainment of superiority  (air/naval)

2. Destruction of specific targets

3. Harassment

4. Psychological warfare

5. Collection of information on the enemy

6. Destruction or neutralization of distant forces

IV. PRELANDING OPERATIONS.  The initial events of the action phase commence when the main body of the Amphibious Force arrives in the AOA.  Prelanding operations encompass two areas, continuation of similar preparations by an advance force, and final preparation for the ship-to-shore movement.

A. 
Continuation of Preparation of the Landing Area.  The continuation of preparation 

of the landing area includes the following operations:

1. Minesweeping.

2. SEAL Team Operations.

3. Air Operations.

4. Naval Gunfire.

B. 
Final Preparation for the Ship to Shore Movement.  As the Amphibious Force starts the final 
approach to assigned positions for the assault, ships make preparation for the 
debarkation or enplanement of the embarked troops, equipment, and supplies in 
accordance with previously prepared plans.  All elements must be prepared to modify 

plans on short notice to conform to changes to H-Hour.

1. Waterborne Movement.

2. Helicopterborne Movement.
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